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Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate the collective memory of Chinese in
Malaysia for the May 13 Incident. Though the incident was taken place mainly in the
capital, its influence and coverage was nationwide. It is always cautiously whispered
among the Chinese and the trauma has served as a pulling factor in their political
participation and public discussion. Fragments of the Incident can only be gathered
through official statistics of casualty, racial participation, and various press coverage,
but with the absence of Chinese viewpoint. Basing on interviews with people
involved in the incident, this paper tends to demonstrate how the Incident is
remembered, passed on, and (re)interpreted by the Chinese, and further analyze its
upon their political participation and national identity.

Keywords: Malaysia, May 13, race, 1969, collective memory,
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